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 Most of us in Missouri are fortunate to have Bluebirds as year-round residents. They do not really 

!"#$%&'()*+,'*-#..*/0"('#"(/*%(.01&'(*'o areas with in just a mile or two of their nesting territory to find 

food, water, or shelter. Of course, if those needs are met in the area they nested in, then they are often happy 

to winter in the same location.  

 In addition to landscaping with plants that provide berries for the bluebirds, offering them 

mealworms or suet-type products or even sunflower meats or hearts can be a real draw in cold winter 

weather. Sometimes, the natural berries and fruits can become completely encased in ice and not available 

to the bluebirds. That is when Bluebirds will often get inquisitive about alternative food sources.  

           Still, it is a great idea to plant trees & shrubs that are attractive to Bluebirds as a food source. A few I 

would suggest are: 

! Hackberry ( Celtis occidentalis) 

! American Beautyberry ( Callicarpa Americana) 

! Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) sometimes considered slightly invasive 

! Eastern Red Cedar ( Juniperus virginiana) 

! Staghorn Sumac ( Rhus typhina)  sometimes considered slightly invasive 

! Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida) 

 

In order for Bluebirds ( and other birds) to survive through the winter, they need to find food, water, 

and shelter. Of these, I would consider food and water the most important elements to add to a 

habitat during the average Missouri winter, with the addition of safe shelter becoming important 

during severe conditions with freezing rain, blowing snow, and extreme cold.  

Water can be provided by using bird bath heaters, heated baths, or by providing fresh water daily, or 

/(2(%&.*'#"(/*3(%*4&56*7/*80%*/9(.'(%:*!-#;'(%#<#;$)*50,%*=.,(+#%4*;(/'*+0>(/*80%*10.4*-(&'9(%*#/*
usually sufficient. Where Bluebird winter populations are quite high, you might consider adding a 

!%00/'#;$*+0>)**'0*50,%*9&+#'&'*'9&'*#/*1&3&+.(*08*housing greater numbers of roosting Bluebirds. 

Below are photos of a roosting box I have used for several years. It is only one of many good styles 

available. 

     Left:   Winter roosting box        

outside dimensions: 9" Wide x  

7 1/4" High x 15 1/2" Long 

   I recommend : 

! at least a 3" roof 

overhang on the front 

of the box 

! Face entrance hole 

away form prevailing 

winds 

 Right:  Inside of roosting box  

   Interior "divider /perch": 2" 

High and the length of the box 
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Missouri Bluebird Society Nest Box G rant Program 
The Missouri Bluebird Society is a 501(c) 3 not- for- profit organization dedicated 
to conservation of bluebirds and other native cavity nesting songbirds, and to   
educational projects that would be of benefit to these native birds.  A limited 
number of nest boxes each year will be awarded to assist in projects that help 
promote the objective of the Missouri Bluebird Society (MOBS).  These projects 

must include establishing and enhancing nest box trails on public lands within the state of Missouri, and have as 
one of its goals the education of the local community about Bluebirds and other native Cavity Nesting Species.  
!"#$#%&'()*$%$*('*%(*%+,-#%$#*$%.+%)#$*%/.0#$%()1%2.3#$%2#'%&'()*4%.)%(%56(*7",)&%/($,$84%9,*"%:;<=%2'.-,1,)&%

five nest box/pole sets when applicant provides an equal number of nest box/ pole sets. Whether or not the 
matching box requirement can be met by refurbishing existing boxes on an established trail will be at the 
discretion of the MOBS Board of Directors. Further, applicants must agree to the following provisions: 

1. >223,7()*?$%)#$*%/.0#$%6@$*%/#%7.)$*'@7*#1%in a fashion and design recommended and approved by 
MOBS. 

2. Trail Location must be approved by MOBS. 
3. The applicant agrees to present a 15-30 minute program to their organization or another community 

organization about bluebirds and other native cavity Anesting birds and the need for monitored bluebird 
trails. MOBS will assist in providing materials for this presentation. 

4. The applicant agrees to take responsibility for seeing that the nest box trail is adequately monitored and 
agrees to take all necessary precautions and maintenance measures to ensure that non-native species are 
not allowed to inhabit and reproduce in the nest boxes. 

5. The applicant agrees to turn in a completed MOBS nest box monitoring form each year after nesting 
season reporting nesting activity on the trail. 

 
Applicant Signature ________________________________date________ 
 
Please provide and attach the following information for review by the MOBS Board of Directors: 

1. >223,7()*?$%)(6#4%(11'#$$4%7.@)*B4%*#3#2".)#%)@6/#'4%()1%#6(,3%(11'#$$%C,+%()BDE 
2. Name of any organization involved and contact information for the organization. 
3. Purpose of the proposed project- particularly if the nest box trail is a part of an existing project that 

encompasses other goals. 
4. Location of the project and description of the habitat of the trail or proposed trail. 
5. Description of how the project will be implemented (including a time line). 
6. Description of predator control measures that are planned and how they will be implemented. 
7. Other sources of funding for the project. 
8. Plans and details for the required presentation ( i.e. to whom and when) 
9. F3#($#%(**(7"%(%/($,7%1#$7',2*,.)%.+%*"#%56(*7",)&%/.0%G2.3#%$#*$8%*"#%(223,7()*%9,33%2'.-,1#%C%23()$%.'%

photos are helpful) 
10.  Number of grant boxes requested. 

 
Please mail this form, along with the above information to: 
Missouri Bluebird Society/ PO Box 105830/ Jefferson C ity, M O 65110 
Deadline for G rant Requests is 02/15/2009. G rants will be awarded and notification made after 
March 15th, 2009.  It is the responsibility of grant recipients to make arrangements with MOBS to claim their grant 
boxes & poles from Jefferson City, MOHMOBS cannot ship or deliver grant nest box/pole sets. Recipients must claim their 
nest boxes by Dec. 1st of 2009. 

www.missouribluebird.org 
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! Many MOBS members will remember Ivan Ray Miller from any one of the three previous State 

Conferences, because he has attended all of them! He has also been a generous contributor to the Raffle & 

Silent Auction fund- raisers for the Society. Ivan is an experienced Bluebirder, and actually has a great deal of 

experience with a variety of cavity-nesters.  He monitors over 100 nest boxes, in addition to his Purple Martin 

nest sites (had 121 nesting pair of martins this past season!) He reports that he had Tree Swallows and 

Prothonatry Warblers in his boxes, as well as Bluebirds of course. Ivan lives in Jamesport, Missouri.  

!!!!!! Recently, Ivan sent me a note describing something new he was trying. I will let him tell you about it in 

his own words:  

 !"#$%&'($)*)$'(+#,-*./$)*00#1#.,$,-*'$'2++#13$42,$25$%$'5%11(6$,1%*&3$7#'8$%$'5%11(6$,1%*&3$"#$52,$

boxes around farm buildings where they love to be and every 15 to 20 days we do nest checks and destroy 
the nests and eggs. And every egg destroyed is one less sparrow. Will be interesting to see all our totals at 
'#%'(.$#.)93$$Ivan Ray Miller 

 

 So, yes , Ivan we are anxious to hear how that worked out for you! Thanks so much for contributing.  

        In the last issue of The F ledgling!"#$"%&'()$*"&$+,-)+".&/0"/,&"1(/(-+2'$()'.'23"+,&4$5"67/,)"($+)"7/8"
pests and predators. 9/,+$":%6&&/#+"*$.'(')$-5"260$"/,)"/(")/%"6+");$"1<&$6)$+)"%&/7-$03"#');"&$<6&*")/"

competitors/predators. As we all pr$%6&$")/"&$6*5"/,&"($+)"7/8$+"./&"6(/);$&"+$6+/(!"')"2$&)6'(-5"26(=)";,&)")/"

-//>"'()/"6+"06(5"/%)'/(+"./&"2/()&/-"6+"#$"%/++'7-5"26(?"@(*"!"6+"'("0/+)");'(<+!")6>'(<"0/&$");6("6"1+'(<-$-

+/-,)'/(3"6%%&/62;")/"2/()&/--'(<";/,+$"+%6&&/#+"A"/&"6()+!"/&"+(6>$+, or any other problem on the trail) is 

probably a good idea.  

 

       

 

 

 

Above: Adult male House Sparrow 

Photo by George Albright 

House Sparrow ( Passer domesticus) 

What is the real story on this bird? It depends a bit on who 

you ask. It is agreed that it is a non Bnative bird to N.A. and 

that it is certainly very wide-spread. It is 6("1Old World 

sparrow3.  

The new Peterson F ield Guide to Birds of North America 
has this to say about the House Sparrow: 

1They were introduced from Europe in 1840.3  

 

Kaufman says in Lives of North American Birds: 
1"')"#6+".'&+)"&$-$6+$*"'("C$#"D/&>"'("EFGE3? 

 

Bet Zimmerman states on her website ( sialis.org): 156678*,9$
')::#-;$<8,$),$4==#4-9$,"4,$-#=#4,#'$)*,-7'86,)7*9$7668--#'$)*$
>4-)789$=4-,9$7:$,"#$?@A@!""!"#!$%&'(%)#(!"#$%"&'(%)*+#

*!!&'+(%&,%("#%-&'.#%/0122&3%&+%"#2%3#4.5(#%1(%

###$%&'(&%$)*+ !*,-#&./,#0'#&'#&./#1$'2"/#"3*(('4#1#
016#%1+7%!85!$%&+%-5.(&29:%;(%5.%1%<#29%5+(#2#.(5+6%

1!!&'+(=%

 

 

 

Missouri Bluebird Society     PO Box 105830/ Jefferson City, MO 65110       www.missouribluebird.org 
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