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Letter from the President: 
 

Dear MOBS Members, 
This letter is shorter than usual because this 

newsletter is packed with information from    

several contributors. My thanks to everyone who 

took time to contribute to this issue. As the     

calendar is telling us it is Spring, the weather 

keeps reminding us that Winter is not really over 

in Missouri. Take time to go over the submis-

sions here to see what our Bluebird friends are 

up to. And you will definitely want to read 

ñMealworms- Separating Truth from Misguided 

Informationò beginning on page 8. I particularly 

want to thank Dan Gleason, the author of that 

paper, for granting us permission to reprint his    

paper in our newsletter, and Ron Dudley who gave permission to use his incredible 

image of the Loggerhead Shrike on page 11. 

I do know our Bluebirds and our other native cavity nesting birds in Missouri have 

benefitted from the nest boxes you care for. When we 

supply shelter along with food and water for our birds 

during the winter we are often rewarded for our efforts. 

Thank you for all of your dedication.  

My winter surprise this year along with my Bluebirds was 

a Baltimore oriole in February, feeding at the Sunflower 

hearts (inside a caged feeder!) and visiting the heated 

bird bath on my deck.  

Do what you can to help the Bluebirds, 

 Steve Garr,  

                     MOBS President 

  
Left: Baltimore Oriole 02/10/21 Jefferson City, MO 

Photo by Steve Garr 

Like us on 
 Facebook! 
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Transitioning Nesting Boxes from  

Winter to Spring...and then to Summer     
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It is important to protect our native cavity-
nesting birds from HEAT in those occasion-
al Missouri Summers when temps inside the 
nest box can reach over 100 degrees for 
days on end! Heat protection is important 
EVERY nesting season...but some summers 
extra protection  is critical to egg and nestl-
ing survival. Find a ñMaterials Listò for 
making temporary box alterations to help 
protect against excessive heat here: 
http://www.birds-i-view.biz/files/
bivHEATmaterialsList.pdf 

Of course proper nest box design is  
important in ANY weather. Below is a list of nest 
box features  that will benefit all native cavity ïnesting 
birds. ( Slide taken from MOBS Educational Power Point 
program found on the Education Page of MOBSô website.) 

Depending on the temps,     
consider keeping your most-
frequently used boxes in early 
spring ñwinterizedò through the first nesting. 
That way you will be ready to keep occupied 
boxes warmer during spring cold snaps. Then 
itôs time to concentrate on Predator control 
and routine monitoring! Find plans for build-
ing the MOBS grant box predator baffles Here: 

http://www.birds-i-view.biz/files/
MOBS.GrantBaffleInstructions.pdf 

Nest boxes should provide 
proper shelter year-round. 
Just a few alterations (like 
covering ventilation and 
drain holesï see pic right) 
can give added protection 
against cold temps for roost-

ing birds in winter.  

http://www.birds-i-view.biz/files/bivHEATmaterialsList.pdf
http://www.birds-i-view.biz/files/bivHEATmaterialsList.pdf
http://www.birds-i-view.biz/files/MOBS.GrantBaffleInstructions.pdf
http://www.birds-i-view.biz/files/MOBS.GrantBaffleInstructions.pdf
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The Missouri Bluebird Society  
2020 Mail-in Raffle WINNERS! 
 Many THANKS to all who participated! 

Because we had to cancel our 2020 conference 
due to the pandemic, (thus eliminating our An-
nual Auction/Raffle) MOBS Board elected to 
host a mail-in Raffle .  Sixty Eight members 
participated and MOBS raised $945.00! 

The ñDarling Bird Quiltò netted the greatest 

number of purchased Raffle Tickets. 

And the  
Winners Are... 

Audubon Great Blue Heron Print: 

Dana and Ethan Duke, 
Marshall, MO (top left) 
Audubon House Wren Print: 
Dana and Ethan Duke,  
Marshall, MO (top left) 
The Darling Bird Quilt: 
Cindy and Joy Haeffner, 
Hermann, MO (top right) 
Audubon Oriole Print: 
Leonard (pictured) and Ellen 
Conrad, Stover, MO (lower right) 

The Bluebird Basket: 
Fred and Susan Burk,  
Kirkwood, MO (lower left) 

THANK YOU 
MOBS member Terry Darling 
for creating and donating the 
Beautiful ñDarling Bird Quiltò.   
We also thank our anonymous    
donor of the framed Audubon 
Prints. AND, Thanks to everyone 

who purchased tickets!  


